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I. The Night Is Far Spent and the Day Is Near
 
 
Simon Peter, bondman and apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have received like precious faith with us through the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ; Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord ... For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight. (II Peter 1:1-2, 16-19)
Waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, ...
(II Peter 3:12a)
 
In the Chinese translation, it says that we earnestly wait for the day of God. But in the original language, and in many English translations, we know that our Chinese version has actually translated only a half. It conveys only the idea of 'earnestly waiting for'. It has missed the 'hastening'. So we would like to read it once again. 'Waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God.'
Brothers and sisters, we know that in the New Testament, there are several books that are related to the end days. For example, II Timothy, Hebrews, II Peter, Jude and Revelation. These books are, in particular, closely related with the end days. In the past, in this series of conferences, we have mentioned II Timothy. We have also mentioned the book of Hebrews. By the grace of the Lord, this time together we will share on II Peter.
The central thought of II Peter is chapter 3 verse 12, which is to earnestly look for and hasten the coming of the day of God. We know that Peter has written two letters: I and II Peter. When he wrote II Peter, he told us himself he knew that the day for him to depart is close. So he wished that before he left the world, he wanted to use diligence to remind brothers. We can say that this is Peter's parting words, or his last will. He shared with his dear brothers and sisters the things that touched his heart the most.
We know that Peter faithfully followed the Lord throughout his life. Although some time he failed, we see that towards our Lord he always had an attachment. The trust that he got from God especially is about the kingdom of God. So in his last letter, he wanted to remind brothers and sisters especially to see the kingdom of God, that they can enter into the kingdom richly and that they can be the people that wait for and hasten the coming of the day of God. We remember our Lord once spoke to Peter: When you turn around, you shall strength your brothers. So, according to this trust from the Lord to him, he wants to solidify his brothers. This is the heart of Peter when he wrote this letter.
Peter showed us that he wrote this letter to those who believed the Lord, had obtained this righteousness and also had obtained this precious faith. If we read I Peter, he says that he wrote to the sojourners of the dispersion of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, by sanctification of the Spirit, unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. So we know that he wrote to these people. Those were the Jewish believers who had been dispersed to various places. They had been chosen by the fore-knowledge of God, and they were sanctified of the Spirit, and they were obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ and they had been sprinkled of His blood. Now they also obtained the same precious faith because they had relied upon the Lord Jesus.
We know that the whole Bible is written for us. Although when Peter wrote these letters, his object was those Jews that had been dispersed to various places, but we know that these two letters were written to us. Spiritually speaking, we are also sojourners dispersed to various places, because our homes are not here. Because we believe in our Lord, and when we are on this earth, we are sojourners and foreigners. God has chosen us before the foundation of the earth in Christ. It is the Holy Spirit that sanctifies us. He has separated us to God. Not only have we believed in Lord Jesus, but we are also obedient to Him. We have been sprinkled by the blood of Lord Jesus. We have the same precious faith. Therefore we know these two letters were written to us. When we read II Peter, we have to see that these letters were written to us. Every word is spoken to us. If we have this heart and this attitude when we read II Peter, then I believe we can get God's own words from Him.
When Peter wrote this letter, he knew that the time for him to depart from the earth was near, because the Lord had revealed to him previously. To-day here we probably have not received such grace. The Lord has not told us the time for us to leave. But there is one thing the Lord has told us. Although He has not told us when to exit, He told us when He is coming. So when we think about the day of the Lord's return so near, how should we prepare ourselves before God so that we can be joyful and in peace when we see Him? How should we be used by God so that in these last days we can not only wait for him but we can also hasten His coming? For Peter here told us that we have to earnestly look for and hasten the coming of the day of God.
This term, the day of God, is used only once in the New Testament. In the New Testament, we have seen the day of Christ, the day of Lord Jesus Christ, the day of the Lord, which is equivalent to the day of Jehovah in the Old Testament. But this term, the day of God, is used only once in the New Testament. We know these terms, the day of Christ, the day of Jesus Christ, and the day of Lord Jesus Christ, have a special meaning to the Church. The day of Lord Jesus Christ refers to His second coming, when we will gather together before His throne. All the believers, like a big family, will have to meet the Lord. So that day is the day we all long for and hope for. Today, even if we have not seen Him, we love Him. We long for the day when we can see Him with our own eyes. And this is the day of Christ. This is the day that we are also glorified. But that is also the day when we shall be judged before the throne of Christ. But the day of the Lord, or the day of Jehovah, especially has to do with the world. It refers to the day when the Lord comes and He shall judge the world. He shall conclude the age.
But what does the day of God refer to? If we look into the context of II Peter 3:12, then it seems that the day of God includes the day of Christ and the day of the Lord. This shows us that the day of God includes all these: When the Lord comes and when we meet Him, from that time until the world is judged, bringing in the millennium, and when at the end the old earth and the old heaven is going to perish, there will be the new heaven and the new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.
Dear brothers and sisters, we can say today is the day of man. People on earth today do whatever they wish to do, as the day belongs to man. But we know the day of man is about to finish. We remember in the Old Testament, if we go back to Genesis chapter six, the Lord told Noah that the day of man was only 120 years. For man was really corrupted. Albeit the patience of God, finally His judgement shall come. So likewise, brothers and sisters, we know one thing: the day of man is about to close, because the day of God is just to come. This is the day that we wait for earnestly. Not only we are waiting, but we shall also hasten. If we truly love our Lord, we cannot just wait passively for Him: we have to rise up positively to hasten His coming. This is not only our duty; this is our privilege. When we think about us who have been saved by grace, to what extent that we can hasten the coming of the Lord? In these last days, we really hope that God will give us mercy. On the one hand we wait; on the other hand we hasten.
How do we know that the kingdom of God is at hand? We know that in the world, in the thoughts of man, men have an ideal, hoping for a day when a unified, good world shall come and a golden age shall come to the earth. But we know that it is just an ideal of men. Men think and hope. This is just like a castle in the air. It will never become a reality. This is the thoughts of men. But in the word of God we see indeed there is the kingdom of God. When the kingdom of God comes, there is righteousness dwelling in it. The special trust that Peter has received from God has to do with the kingdom of God.
We know that Peter is the Apostle of Hope. He was hoping for the coming of the kingdom of God. He told us that when he talks about the kingdom of God, he was not talking about fables. It is not even the ideal of man. When he shared the kingdom of God to us, it is well founded. First, it is according to his own experience. He said, 'I am an eye-witness of the arrival of the kingdom of God.' Of course he was referring to the day when the Lord brought the three disciples onto the mount of transfiguration.
Philippians 2 tells us that, when our Lord came to this world, although He was equal with God, He did not consider that as something to be grasped. For He is God. All the fullness of God dwells in Him bodily. But He has emptied Himself. Of course He cannot empty His deity, because He is forever God. But He has emptied all His characteristics, His omniscience, His omnipresence and His omnipotence. He has also emptied His honor, His glory, His power and all these things having to do with the majesty of God. He came to this earth as a humble man. He was born in a manger. He grew up in Nazareth. According to men, He is the son of a carpenter. He learned the skill of carpentry. When He came out to preach at the age of 30, He told us that He had no place to lay His head. Isaiah the Prophet says: He has no comely appearance for man to admire Him. Although He traveled everywhere to do good things and to preach the gospel of the kingdom of God to reveal His Father to the world, He was rejected by men. All through His life, He has hidden His glory within Himself. But once in His life when He brought His three disciples to the mountain to pray, the glory within Him broke out of His body. That time He expressed His glory. Even Moses and Elijah appeared in His glory.
What kind of glory is this? Of the four Gospels, three mention this. Matthew Chapter 17 mentions this. At the end of Chapter 16, these words are given: 'There are some of those standing here that shall not taste of death at all until they shall have seen the Son of man coming in His kingdom.' Mark 9:1 also says that 'they shall have seen the kingdom of God come in power.' Luke Chapter 9 also says that this is the kingdom of God. So the scene on the Mount of Transfiguration is a preview of the kingdom of God. Men are constrained by time, but God is not restricted by time. According to God, the kingdom of God is already there. So here God showed the glory of the kingdom of God in advance to the three disciples before Him. So, the scene on the Mount of Transfiguration is the advent of the arrival of the kingdom of God.
Moses and Elijah also appeared sharing with the Lord Jesus. What did they talk about? They talked about the exit of Lord Jesus. We know the Lord came to this earth as the Word becoming flesh. Now they were talking about how the Lord Jesus shall exit from this earth. According to the thirty odd years of life of our Lord Jesus on this earth, He could have exited from the Mount of Transfiguration to heaven. But if that is the case, there will be only one man in heaven until today. There shall be only one man until eternity. But we thank God. When our Lord Jesus was sharing with Moses and Elijah about His exit, He did not talk about His exit from the Mount of Transfiguration. He would exit from Cavalry, and He would die on the cross. He would complete His work of redemption before His exit from this earth. The kingdom of God is according to the exit of the Lord Jesus, not only according to His coming to this earth, but also His exit through the cross. So the kingdom of God would appear on this foundation.
In the glory of the kingdom, God said, 'This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found My delight. Hear Him.' What is the kingdom of God? The kingdom of God is: seeing nobody but Jesus. The kingdom of God is not hearing the voice of Moses or Elijah, nor the voice of Peter. We hear Him only. This is the essence of the Kingdom of God. This is the glory of Lord Jesus. So Peter now says, 'In the mountain, we have seen and we have heard.' This is Peter's personal experience.
But Peter also says, 'Beside my personal experience, there are also the pure words from the prophets, as a bright light shining in an obscure place.' Here, Peter talks about his personal experience. But he shows us that all his personal experience is not sufficient; there has to be also the word from the Bible. On the one hand, experience; on the other hand, truth. On the one hand, it is Peter seeing with his own eyes and hearing with his own ears; on the other hand, it is the prophetic word made surer. So when we see the appearance of the kingdom of God, it is according to these two aspects.
Last night our brother already mentioned that a quarter of the Bible refers to prophecies. The majority of the prophecies have already been fulfilled; only about 20 have yet to be fulfilled. We know the word of prophecy is very accurate, because prophecy is what is uttered by the holy men of God under the power of the Holy Spirit. The prophecies in the Bible tell us that the kingdom of God is about to come. Many things testify that the day is near. Peter tells us that we have to take heed of these words of prophecy.
Have we paid attention to the words of prophecy in the Bible? When we say 'to take heed', do we just study or analyze the prophecy in the Bible and then go out to look for the things about to happen to this earth? Do we then arrange these things in array, and then when anything happens on this earth we try to match it with a particular prophecy in the Bible? Then when we check one against the other, at a certain point we then say, 'Uh, this is about time." Is that what we say 'to take heed'? Today, there are people who study prophecy. I remember when I first believed in the Lord, I was particularly interested in prophecy. I believe young people are all very interested in prophecy. We want to know what is going to happen in the future. So I spent a lot of time to study the prophecy. I thought that if my study of prophecies will reach a certain extent I can arrange them in such a way to form a system. But, do I have a heart to wait for the Lord? Many people may become experts of the words of prophecy, but do they wait for, and do they hasten the coming of the Lord? Is this what Peter called 'taking heed'? Peter said: You have to take heed regarding the prophecy until the day dawn and the morning star arise in your hearts. We know the morning star appears before the sun rises. If you could not sleep at night, or if you wake up really early, before the sun rises, you will be able to see a very bright star in the sky. Those who sleep late and get up late will not be able to see the morning star. So here Peter says we have to take heed of the prophetic word until the morning star arises.
What does this morning star refer to? In Revelation 22, it says the Lord Jesus is the bright morning star. Not only is He the sun of righteousness but He is also the bright morning star. People only see that Lord Jesus is the sun of righteousness. They do not see Him as the morning star. We know that one day those who wait for the Lord diligently will see the morning star. They shall be raptured to the Lord when all others are still sleeping. They will not see that the Lord has come. For He shall come as a thief and swiftly He is gone. Only those who keep themselves awake will see Him. But here, the morning star does not refer to that. He says, 'The morning star will arise in your hearts.' Brothers and sisters, we shall read the prophetic word until the morning star arises in our hearts. In other words, you have to read the prophetic word to an extent that you can touch the spirit of prophecy.
Revelation 17 says: The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. So when you touch the spirit of prophecy, the testimony of Jesus will arise in you. Not only will you be able to see when this or that shall come, but you see that the Lord behind all these matters has become your attraction. The morning star is extremely beautiful. If you have seen the morning star, you will know that its light is very pure. So we shall read the prophetic word to the extent that the beauty of the Lord shall attract our hearts. So we cry out, 'Lord, come. We are waiting for you, Lord. Lord, we want you to come soon.' No matter what, whatever the price is, it cannot compare with this. Brothers and sisters, when we read these prophetic words, there has to be a longing in our hearts to see our Lord. And that is good.
We praise our Lord. We know the kingdom of God is at hand. Not only was there Peter's own testimony, but there was also prophetic word made pure. Those who really read the prophetic word and truly love the Lord, the morning star has arisen in their hearts. They already know that the coming of the Lord is very near. These are pure words. Brothers and sisters, when we are in this time and age, this is a most critical time when we need hope most. This is also the time when God has given us the heaviest trust. He wants us to be a people who will wait for Him and hasten His coming. Brothers and sisters, are we such people?
Let us see the condition when Lord Jesus came the first time. Galatians 4:4 says, 'When the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, come of woman, come under law., that He might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. It says, 'the fullness of the time'. When you see when the Lord came the first time, the Bible says that is the fullness of the time.
But did this fullness of time satisfy man? For 400 years, God did not say a word to His people. The last prophet was Malachi. After God spoke through Malachi, He did not say anything more to His elect people for 400 years. That day was more miserable than the day when Eli was the judge. The Bible says that when Eli was the judge God's word was rare and God's appearance was rare. But at this time, God did not speak at all. He did not appear. That was the time when God's people was the most corrupt. God was not able to speak to them, not one word. God could not appear to them.
At that time, who was sitting on the throne of the Jews? It was not the son of David. It was Herod who was the king. Herod was an Edonite. He was the enemy of Israel. But he was on the throne under the Roman Empire.
What about the condition of religion? They had the Temple and they had the priests, but who was the chief priest? All these who had power among the priests were the Saddusees. Although the Pharisees were hypocrites, at least on their appearance they looked good. But the Saddusees were different. They openly disbelieved in the resurrection. They openly disbelieved angels. They are just like the modernists in Christianity today. Even though they are in Christianity, they do not believe in Jesus. They do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God. They do not believe that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary. They do not believe that the blood on the cross cleanses our sin, just like the Saddusees at that time.
Brothers and sisters, no matter from what angle you look at it, how could that day be called 'the fullness of the time'? That was the darkest time. But thank the Lord. When the night is deep, the day is near. So, from the view of God, it was the fullness of time. This is the darkest time, but the day is starting.
In the darkest hour of night, and before daybreak, among the God's elect there were a few who waited earnestly for and hastened the coming of the day of God. In Luke Chapters 1 and 2, we see a few people there. Both Zacharias and Elizabeth were the descendents of Aaron. Zacharias was a priest. But we know in the priest system, those in power were the Saddusees. But here was a priest; he and his wife were both righteous in the eyes of God. They were obedient to all the commandments of God and were blameless. This was rare among the priests, a couple so Godly before God. But they had no child. According to the Old Testament, if a man fears God and is obedient to the commandments of God, he shall have a multiplicity of children. For this is a blessing from God. In Deuteronomy 28:4, God says, 'Blessed shall be the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the offspring of thy kid, and the increase of thy sheep.' Psalms 128:1 says, 'Blessed is every one that feareth Jehovah, that walketh in His ways.' Then verses 3 and 4 go on to say, 'Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine in the inner part of thy house; thy children like olive-plants round about thy table. Behold, thus shall the man be blessed that feareth Jehovah. So according to the promises of God in the Old Testament, this couple should have many children, because they feared Jehovah and were obedient to all the commandments. But they did not have any child. So you can say that before men they had shame. Men would guess that on the outward they looked pious, but probably inside of them they may sin. They might think that the couple was not blessed but cursed. The couple must have prayed hard for that. But God did not seem to hear their prayers, as if God did not fulfill His promise on them.
But this couple did not stumble before the Lord. The fact that God did not seem to fulfill His promise did not make them stumble. Not only did they not stumble, but they abandoned themselves. They wholeheartedly lived for God. They no longer prayed for children; they no longer prayed for their own reputation. They had only one heart to pray for the arrival of Messiah and for the benefit of God. So, in this way, an angel appeared to Zacharias, saying, 'Your prayer is answered. You shall have a son. He shall be a vanguard of the Most Holy.'
Brothers and sisters, here you see a couple whom the Lord considered to be worthy of being treated not in an ordinary way. Ordinarily, if a person fears God, he will then surely be blessed with many children. But God considered them to have reached a certain level that God had a special leading on them. God could bring them into His own heart as they could cast away their own selves. As a result, God could bring in His Christ. This couple truly waited for and hastened the first coming of the Lord.
Another couple was Mary and Joseph. Although they were the descendants of David, they were not on the throne in Jerusalem, only sojourners in Nazareth, an uncultivated place. People would say, 'What good can come out of Nazareth?' But here was a virgin who was single-hearted towards God. So, out of thousands of virgins, God found this one, Mary, so that His son could come to this earth through her womb. Nobody knew her, but God knew her. She was greatly blessed. The angels greeted her, for the Lord was with her. Brothers and sisters, the Lord's presence is a greater honor than sitting on the throne. She was a woman greatly blessed. Brothers and sisters, we are all blessed. According to ourselves, there is nothing we can show to our Lord and be praised by Him. But if our hearts are towards God, His grace will come upon us. So the angels said to Mary, 'You shall conceive with child and will bear a son.' Mary was a person with thought. We know that whenever something happened to her, she would put the matter in her heart and think about it repeatedly. She was also a very thoughtful person. She said to the angels, 'I am not married. How could this happen?' The angels said, 'The spirit of the Lord shall overshadow you, so the Holy One shall come out of you.' So Mary said, 'I am your maid servant. May your word fulfill in me.'
According to man, if a virgin gets pregnant before she is married, she must have committed sin. According to the Old Testament, her closest kin should be the first one to throw the stone at her and she will be stoned to death. Not only her reputation but also her life will be endangered. But Mary did not spare herself. She was willing to lay herself down so that the will of the Lord could be accomplished. What a price to pay! But her heart was towards God. This is one who waited for and hastened the coming of the Lord.
But oftentimes we forget Joseph. Joseph was a righteous man. When he heard of this, he knew that, according to the law, he should be the one to stone Mary to death, because he was to marry her. But he was not willing to put her to shame. He had a heart of compassion. So he was thinking to put her away secretly. But the Lord appeared to him in a dream, telling him that it was God's word. Joseph obeyed God without reservation. He gave up his own benefit. He protected Mary until her first born Jesus was born. So, Joseph was also one who awaited and hastened the coming of the Lord. If not for Joseph, Jesus could not have been able to come to the world.
There are two other persons: Simeon and Anna. They also feared the Lord. Simeon lived before the Lord so closely that he received a revelation from the Holy Spirit. He knew that, before his death, he would see the coming of the Comforter of Israel. Because he prayed and waited, the Holy Spirit revealed to him. When Joseph and Maly brought Jesus to the temple, he was moved by the Holy Spirit and entered into the temple. He took the baby into his arms and blessed God, saying, 'I have seen the Comforter of Israel. Now You may let your servant depart.' On this earth, he had no other hope. He only hoped that the Comforter of Israel would come quickly. So when he saw this Comforter, he said, 'I can leave now. My work is done.' He is one who hastened the coming of the Lord.
Anna is another example. Although the Lord had not spoken to His people for four hundred years, it does not mean that there was no prophet. Anna was a prophetess. How come there were prophets and yet there was no word from the Lord. Then what did the prophets have to say? Probably the prophets did not have any fresh messages to give. They could only repeat what God had said before. And we see that God no longer spoke to the whole Israel. God only spoke to the very few who waited for and hastened the coming of the Comforter of Israel. Anna devoted her 'whole life to God in fastings and prayers, never leaving the temple. She lived for the Lord. She was one of the few who waited for the Lord.
Besides these people, we see also a group of shepherds in the field outside Bethlehem. They were not ordinary shepherds. They were shepherding the flock which would be offered up as sacrifice to God.
So their hearts were towards the Lord. So God told them the good news through the angels. Why did God tell them only? It is because they were people who were waiting. They would say, 'We are tending the sheep that would be sacrificed. Thousands and thousands of sheep have been, and will be, offered up as sacrifice. When will the Lamb of God arrive?' This is their prayer. So the angels told them of the good news of great joy, because there was one born in the city of David, and He was the descendent of David. When they heard the news, they ran and saw the baby lying in the manger. They praised God. They were also people who awaited and hastened the coming of the Lord.
Today we are in the darkest hour of the night. No matter from what angle you look, we see darkness. But God is looking for a group of people who are awake, praying, waiting, longing for and hastening the coming of the Lord. They pray, 'Lord, come quickly. Come quickly.' This is not just something we say with our mouth; our whole person will act in such a way which will hasten the coming of the Lord. When the Lord sees some people who have such pure hearts towards Him and follow Him faithfully regardless of the price to pay, crying out and longing for His return with their hearts so totally geared towards Him, He will say, 'I cannot but come.' These people are the ones that hasten the coming of the Lord.
Brothers and sisters, we pray that, in this darkest hour, we do not stumble because of the Lord. Can we give up our own interest and our ambition so that we may solely live for the Lord? People on the earth do not understand us, but God sees us and He knows that we fervently want Him to come back. We long to see the arrival of the day of God. We have seen enough of the days of man. We desire the coming of the day of God. This is our prayer; and this should also be our life. Brothers and sisters, I believe God gathered us here together for this very purpose. We can forget all the preaching as long as our hearts are gained by God. May the Lord have mercy on us.
 
Let us pray.
Our God, we praise You. For out of the thousands You have chosen us and saved us. You have not only saved us but also revealed Your heart's desire to us. How fervently You desire to come back! God, make us a people who truly wait for and hasten Your return. We are willing to live for Your kingdom. We are willing to live for You. Have mercy on us. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
 

II. Living for the Kingdom of God
 
 
As his divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue, through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust... Wherefore the rather, brethren, use diligence to make your calling and election sure, ... (II Peter 1:3-4, 10)
 
Lord, we thank You and praise You that You have given us another chance to gather before You. Lord, we acknowledge that the reason You have not come back is because You have long-suffering for us. Lord, we pray that You do not let us indulge because You have been patient with us. We pray that because of Your patience and tolerance we can be more diligent and that we can truly be a people who wait for and hasten Your coming. Lord, we put this time before You. We pray that You use this time to do Your work. We give all glory to You, Lord. In the name of our Lord Jesus, Amen.
 
Our risen Lord, because He loves the Church, has given the Church ministries. If we summarize and categorize the nature of the ministries the Lord has given to the Church in the New Testament, we say that there are primarily three categories. Three persons represent these three categories. There is the ministry of Peter. His ministry is especially related to the kingdom of God. We also see the ministry of Paul. His ministry is related to the temple of God. We also see the ministry of John. His ministry is especially related to the House of God.
According to the characteristics of the ministry, Peter's ministry is the beginning, because he preaches the kingdom of God. When people hear about the kingdom of God, they believe in the Lord Jesus. Today we not only believe in the Lord Jesus, but also summit to Him, because His gospel is the gospel of the kingdom. So we not only believe in the kingdom but we also obey and summit to Him, because we believe in Him and obey Him. Then the Church, that is the temple of God, can be built. Today the reason that the temple of God cannot be built is because although many believe in Him, very few summit to Him. Therefore we see the temple of God cannot be built. If we believe in the Lord and summit to Him, then the ministry of Paul can start. Now with the temple of God, we can see the House of God. Then we can see brotherly love. Therefore, according to this order, the ministry of Peter comes first; then the ministry of Paul and the ministry of John follow.
Of course we know these three ministries cannot be separated. We cannot accept one ministry and reject the other two, because our Lord has given ministries to His Church. For many years in the past, it seems that God's children have paid attention to Paul's ministry and have received much teaching. But in the last few years, we have seen the preciousness of the ministry of John. When God's Church seems to be struggling and falling, we need the ministry of John to restore her. So we have started to pay attention to John's ministry.
But, brothers and sisters, in me there is another feeling. Isn't it true that in this end time we have to come back to the beginning? Isn't it that at the very end of these end days, we need to go back to look at the ministry of Peter, the ministry of the kingdom? It is because our Lord is returning. The kingdom is to appear. It seems then and now that we have to pay more attention to the ministry of the kingdom. Isn't it that our Lord has told us in Matthew 24 the gospel of the heavenly kingdom will be preached all over the world and then the kingdom will come?
Brothers and sisters, we have some knowledge of Paul's ministry. And we probably also have some knowledge of John's ministry. But how much do we know about the ministry of Peter? In the feeling of many brothers and sisters, it seems that they do not know what is the kingdom of God. We know we should believe in the Lord Jesus. We know we should be built up together as the temple of God. We also know that we should love one another in the house of God. But how are we related to the kingdom? What is the kingdom of God? What is going on in the kingdom of God? Are we related in any way with the kingdom of God? Maybe it is very vague in our concept. So I think today we should pay more attention to Peter's letters, because the ministry God entrusted to Peter is the ministry of the kingdom.
The term 'kingdom of God' has a very broad definition. Our God is from eternity to eternity. This is what Moses told us in Psalm 90. From eternity to eternity He is God. What about 'the kingdom of God'? The kingdom of God is the realm where God has authority. It is the realm ruled by the authority of God. So we can say from the time when God created the heavens and the earth, the kingdom of God began. From that time until eternity, that is the scope of the kingdom of God. His authority rules all over the whole world. His throne is established forever. And this is the kingdom of God. So we see that the realm of the kingdom of God is immense. And the kingdom of God includes the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of God includes also the kingdom of our Lord Jesus. It includes the eternal kingdom. Wherever the authority of God rules, there is the kingdom of God.
But the Bible also shows us there is a narrower definition of the kingdom of God. The narrower definition of the kingdom of God is this: the scope where the character of God gets expressed; that is the kingdom of God. The authority of God rules all over heavens and earth; there is nothing that is not under His authority. But not everyone under His authority is willing to summit to His authority. Actually we see much rebellion towards His authority even under the scope of His authority. Not every thing under this realm declares His character and His glory, because we see many things contrary to His nature and His glory. So, narrowly defined, strictly speaking, those that oppose to His authority or His glory cannot be included in the kingdom of God. Although they are not in the strict definition of the kingdom of God, they are still in the realm of the kingdom of God in the broader definition.
When God created heavens and earth, the heavens declare the glory of God. All things express the glory of God. At that time, there was no difference between the wider definition of the kingdom of God and its stricter definition. Wherever the authority of God is, His glory is also expressed. His authority and His character is fully expressed in His realm. We thank and praise God. At that time, everything is harmonious. All things are summed up to one in the Son of God.
However, after a number of years, -- we do not know how many years -- in the world before this one, something happened. In the previous world, within the creations of God, the highest was the angels. God created the angels to rule all things under His authority. Through the services of the angles, the glory of God can be expressed. According to the Bible, there were different levels among the angels. There were the chief archangels. Among the archangels, probably there was one who was first made. Although the Bible did not say so explicitly, all Bible students acknowledge that Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:11-18 tell us rather implicitly what happened in the previous world.
In the previous world, one of the first archangels who was called Lucifer was the most beautiful and perfect of all creations of God. God gave Lucifer many gifts and a high position. He was one of the cherubim that covered the arch of God. When God told Moses to build the arch, right on top of the arch was the mercy seat. On both sides of the arch there were two cherubim covering the arch. They were there protecting and maintaining the righteousness and holiness of God. God possibly wanted to use these two cherubim to lead the whole universe to praise and worship Him, because when we come to the Book of Revelation, we see that all the praises in heaven are led by the four cherubim.
According to Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28, when Lucifer was first created, he was perfect. He was doing the duty as one of the cherubim that covered the arch. He also led all the angels in the universe to praise and worship God. By the abundance of trade, he did a lot of business and received many trusts from God. Then pride arose in him. His eyes no longer focused on God. He looked at himself only and saw his own beauty, his gifts and his own position. He saw the many trusts and power that God had given him. Then his 'self arose in him and he aspired to rise to the utmost high. He said, 'I shall sit on the council of God.' God is a trinity God, and the three meet on the council. But now Lucifer said,' I want to join the council and I want to be equal with God.' Because of this covetousness in him, he was not willing to stay in a position of the created. He wanted to be equal with the Creator. He did not do his duty faithfully. As a result, he committed unrighteousness, violating God's ruling. So, as the Bible tells us, God drove him out of the Garden of Eden. This is the origin of Satan, a name which means the adversary.
So we see that God did not create Satan. God only created a beautiful archangel, but he turned himself into the adversary of God, because he was not willing to submit to the authority of God. So the judgement came to him. He was expelled from the Garden of Eden in heaven. In the Gospel according to Luke, our Lord Jesus said, 'I saw Satan as lightning falling out of heaven.' This remark refers to this incident.
When Satan was cast out, as the Bible hinted to us, one third of the angels followed him and rebelled against God. The realm in which he ruled went into void and confusion. Probably our planetary system was under the rule of this particular archangel. Genesis 1:1 says, 'In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.' Then immediately it tells us 'the earth was waste and empty'. The earth had entered into curse and judgement.
After Satan was cast out, he established his own kingdom of darkness. The kingdom of God is bright and righteous, reflecting the character of God. But Satan, according to his own nature, created his own kingdom, which is dark and unrighteous. He created his kingdom of darkness to oppose the kingdom of God. But, although Satan has his own kingdom, it does not mean that he is no longer under the authority of God. He remains under the judgement of God. His separating himself from God does not mean that he is free. Even his working in this world could not have been carried out without God's permission. So we can see he is still under the authority of God.
But God desires to restore his creation. So in Genesis 1:3 we read: 'The Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.' The Spirit of God is like a mother hen covering the corrupted, damaged earth, restoring it with His love. Why did God want to restore this earth? The purpose is to render this earth habitable. But why did He want to make the earth habitable? Because in His will, He wanted to create man. So when the earth was restored in six days, on the sixth day, He created man in His own image and gave man dominion over birds in the sky, animals on earth and fish in the ocean. God told him to multiply to cover the whole earth and to tend to the garden. The word 'tend' in the original language means to subdue. God wants man to subdue the creation which became corrupt, so that it can come back to the authority of God, and all creations can be restored to their original harmony to express the nature and glory of God.
So God created man in His own image with a purpose. When God created angels, He did not create them according to His own image. Only when God created man that He created him according to His own image. He had great hopes for man. He plans to use man, who is slightly lower than the angels, to subdue the whole earth to accomplish His will. This is the amazing work of God.
But our ancestors Adam and Eve did not subdue all things to God according to God's eternal purpose. They were tempted and sinned against God. Not only did they not subdue all things, they themselves were subdued. They gave up to Satan the dominion that God had given to them. So now Satan is called the king of this earth. God did not give this dominion to Satan. He gave this dominion to man. But man gave this up to Satan. Not only did man not cooperate with God but they threw themselves to the adversary's camp. So curse came to earth. Thorns came out of the ground. Thorns are actually aborted trees. A plant should bear fruit. But when it does not bear fruit, it becomes thorns. It fails to accomplish the purpose of God.
However, God did not give up His original purpose. He still wants to get His kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. In heaven, there is no problem in His kingdom, because those challenged Him have already been cast out. All the angels in heaven are in one unity obedient to God. They worship and praise God. But on earth, it is different. So God wants His kingdom to be on earth as it is in heaven.
Originally, God wants man to accomplish this job. But the first man failed. In the fullness of time, God sent the second man to earth. He still needs a man, but this time the man is not Adam. This man is the Christ. Therefore our Lord came to this world to become a man, the one originally created by God. He came to this earth completely obedient. He completely laid down Himself and absolutely obeyed God. The glory of God is in Him. The character of God is expressed by Him. The power and dominion of God is also expressed from Him. When He was nailed on the cross, He accomplished the work of God. Not only did He bear all our sins on the cross so that our sins could be cleansed because of His blood and bring the whole race of Adam to the cross to be crucified, He also brought an end to the race of Adam. He started a new race, a race chosen by God. Also, when our Lord was nailed on the cross, He put to death Death itself. He crushed the devil that was holding the power of death. The Bible tells us that, when He was on the cross, He took captivity all the principalities and the power-holders and publicly put them to shame. In other words, when our Lord was on the cross, He totally defeated His adversary and His kingdom. And when He was raised to heaven, God crowned Him to be the king of kings and lord of lords, with honor and majesty to be His crown. The grand deed of the earth was given to Him by God. He is now in heaven executing His victory and is completing His work of restoration through the people on earth whom He has redeemed.
Why are we talking about this? It is because our calling is closely related to the kingdom of God. Oftentimes we do not understand why we have been selected. We do not understand the reason why God called us. Christians ordinarily think that God has chosen and called them because He wants them to be saved, so that they can be spared of the pain of hell and go to heaven to receive His eternal blessings. Of course these are all included in salvation. But if we think that we are called and selected merely because of this, then we are still very selfish and self-centered, thinking only that 'God is for me'. But the Word of God tells us how God has chosen us. In Ephesians 1, it says that God has chosen us before the foundation of the world. Before the universe, including the earth, was formed and before God created anything at all, in the eternity past, God has chosen you and me in Christ. This is indeed a mystery, a glorious mystery. When there was no shadow of us, before the foundation of the world, God already saw us and knew us, and chose us in Christ.
I often feel that it is truly a solid foundation that God has chosen us. If God had chosen as according to our own merits, then this foundation would never cease shaking. But God has chosen us according to His fore-knowledge: and according to Himself. II Peter 1:3 tells us that we are called according to God's glory and virtue. The Book of Romans tells us that we are called by God not according to our works but according to the Lord that calls us. It is not of him that wills, nor of him that runs, but of God that shows mercy. Today God calls us according to His mercy, His glory and His excellent virtue. Do you think that the mere fact that we do not have to go to hell but can go to heaven would be worthy of the glory of God? Is the glory of God so trivial? But if God calls us according to His glory, this calling must be glorious. He also calls us according to His excellent virtue. What is His excellent virtue? He calls us according to His righteousness and His holiness. In other words, He has to be satisfied with His righteousness and His holiness. It is not to satisfy this pitiful man.
In the English translation of II Peter 1:3, there are two versions. One says that He has called us by His own glory and His virtue. In other words, through His glory and virtue, God has called us. He is the God of glory Who appeared to Abraham. God used His glory to draw Abraham. In the same way, God uses His own glory to draw us to Him, so that we see the glory of God as expressed in the Lord Jesus. Then He draws our hearts to Him. This is one version. Another translation is: 'to His glory and virtue'. God calls us into His glory and His virtue; His calling is to such an extent that we can enter His glory and His virtue, so that we can be partakers of His glory and His virtue. It is by His mighty power that He has called us and selected us.
So God's calling to us is closely related to His kingdom. His Son is the first born, and we are the sons whom He brings into glory. Those of us chosen by Him may then be conformed into the image of His Son. The Book of Romans tells us that whom He has foreknown,
He has also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son. Whom He has selected and chosen, He calls. Whom He has called, these also He has justified. Whom He has justified, these also He has glorified. So God calls us to become a holy nation, to be the co-heir with His Son, partakers of His kingdom, to the extent that we can reign with His Son. So we see that His calling and His selection is for His kingdom.
Then how can we just consider ourselves as nothing and think that it is good enough to be just saved and be able to go to heaven one day? The mind and the heart of God towards us is so great. He desires for us to reign in His kingdom with His Son. God not only calls us in this way, He also has given us sufficient grace to accomplish this call. His divine power has given us all things which relate to life and godliness. Because He has called us in this manner, He has given also all things relating to life and godliness through His great power. Why do believers have eternal life? Why did God give us the life of His Son? What kind of life is this?
In the Gospels, we can find an answer. From one's daily living , we can see life. This life is endless, victorious, holy and glorious. This is the Lord Himself. God has given us this life. Would He want this life to be restrained in us and to start functioning only after we die? No! This life in us will enable us to grow into the image of our Lord by following the nature of this life.
What is godliness? Godliness is to be like God. How can we become like God? It is not through external learning. It is by the life within us that grows. When it grows and matures in us, naturally we will become like God. For this is the very life of God Himself. We need to let this life grow and mature in us. For the sake of the growth of this life in us, God has given us the greatest and precious promises. In the Bible, we can see how God has given us all these greatest and precious promises, one after the other. For example, Romans 8:31 tells us: If God be for us, who can be against us? God has not spared His own Son but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not also grant us all things? Who can separate us from the love of Christ? This love is in His son. Ephesians 1:3 says that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. The Bible also tells us that our Lord is now at the right hand side of God, living forever and interceding for us. Also He is able to save completely those who approach God through Him, always living to intercede for them. The Bible also tells us that in everyone of us there is this anointing that will enlighten us in everything. This is the Holy Spirit dwelling in us as our comforter. The work of the Holy Spirit is to conform us into the image of the Son of God. All these promises encourage us.
So Peter here exhorts us to use all diligence. We have to be diligent before God so that we can trust and receive these promises. Then we can live on this earth by obeying this spirit of life. Indeed we have to deny ourselves and to take up the cross to follow our Lord. God has already laid before us His own promises and His own grace. So we have only to partake it. There is no reason for us to consider ourselves slightly. We have no reason to retreat; we have no reason to fail. We should press on, so that we can enter the kingdom of God with abundance. This is the will that God has predestined. If we can do so, then we are the people who wait for and hasten the coming of the day of God.
In Peter's concept, he pays particular attention to the kingdom that is in the future. But we know those today who are willing to put themselves at the feet of our Lord and to be trained to be His disciples are already living in the kingdom of God. But one day, that kingdom shall come on earth. Who can reign with the Lord in that kingdom? These will be those who are now living in the kingdom of God. These will be the ones who are willing to accept the discipline of the Lord today so that the character of the Lord can be formed in them. These people can reign with the Lord when the kingdom of God comes in the future.
By the mercy of God, we aspire to be these people by grace. Let us never be like the kind of people, as described in a hymn, who just sit in armchairs to be carried into heaven. We should follow the footsteps of the Lamb. We have to walk the way of the cross, so that the character of the Lord Himself can be accomplished in us. This is the true meaning of hastening the coming of the kingdom. It is not work, but life. It is not through whatever work you have done for the Lord that you can hasten the coming of the kingdom; it is you yourself, the person, that can hasten the Lord's coming.
 
Let's bow down and pray: Lord, when Your kingdom is at hand, we pray that on earth now we can live in the kingdom, so that we are not only prepared to enter the kingdom, but also used by You to bring in the kingdom. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
 

III. Applying All Diligence
 
 
As his divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue, through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge, in knowledge temperance, in temperance endurance, in endurance godliness, in godliness brotherly love, in brotherly love love: for these things existing and abounding in you make you to be neither idle nor unfruitful as regards the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ; for he with whom these things are not present is blind, shortsighted, and has forgotten the purging of his former sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, use diligence to make your calling and election sure, for doing these things ye will never fall; for thus shall the entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ be richly furnished unto you. (II Peter 1:3-11)
 
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a rushing noise, and the elements, burning with heat, shall be dissolved, and the earth and the works in it shall be burnt up. All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which the heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements burning with heat, shall melt? But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things be diligent to be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless; and account the long-suffering of our Lord to be salvation. (II Peter 3:10-15)
 
Lord, when we sing that song, we say, 'We wait and wait.' But You have not come yet. Our Lord, is it because our heart waiting for You is not that fervent? Lord, is it that we are waiting for You, or is it that You are waiting for us? Lord, is it that, because of our condition, You have to endure? Lord, we believe Your heart waiting to return is more earnest than ours. Lord, forgive us. Forgive us that we did not wait earnestly enough. Lord, forgive us; it is our condition which delays you. Lord, this morning, we prostrate before You. We pray that You have mercy on us. Lord, Your long-suffering is our salvation. We pray that through Your spirit You work in us again, working to the extent that our waiting can hasten Your coming. Lord, it is for this purpose that we gather before You. May You prepare us. In the name of our Lord Jesus, Amen.
 
This time when we gather together before the Lord, we learn to be a people that wait for and hasten the coming of the day of God. We remember that when our Lord was to depart from the world He told us Himself that He would come back. The saints of the first century waited for the return of the Lord. During the time when the Church was persecuted, whenever brothers and sisters met, they would greet each other by saying 'maranatha', meaning 'The Lord is coming'. Through the generations, brothers and sisters who have a heart for the Lord all waited for His coming. All through twenty centuries, the prayer of the Church has been for our Lord to return. But until today, the Lord has tarried. Is our Lord not willing to return? Is there any bridegroom who is not waiting for the coming of the bride? The reason that He has not returned is because His bride is not ready yet. It is because our hearts towards Him are not earnest.
Although we sing maranatha, but do we really want Him to return? Lately I received a poem written by a brother. In this poem he longed for the return of the Lord. But he said, 'When I was reminded of the return of the Lord, on one hand I hope that He will come back soon, but on the other I am afraid too, because I am afraid that when my Lord returns I am not ready.' Brothers and sisters, is this not the feeling in us? On one hand, we hope our Lord will return soon, but on the other hand there may be fear in our hearts. We may actually hope that He will be late in His return, because we have not made ourselves ready. Are we really ones who wait for and hasten His return? Probably people of this attitude are few on earth. May the Lord have mercy on us so that we can be the people to hasten His return. When the Lord meets us, when He sees us and hears our cry, He cannot help but return soon. This is our heart's desire when we gather before the Lord this time.
We thank and praise our God. According to His foreknowledge, He has chosen us. He has chosen us not because of our works. He has chosen us according to Himself. He has chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the world. He has called us by His own glory and virtue. He has given us His life. He has given us the greatest and precious promises, so that through these promises we can become worthy of His selection and His call.
We know that God does not regret about His gifts and selection, as recorded clearly in Romans 11:29: 'The gifts and the calling of God are not subject to repentance.' But II Peter 1:11 states: 'Wherefore the rather, brethren, use diligence to make your calling and election sure, for doing these things ye will never fall.' God's gifts and His calling are not subject to repentance. When God gives us His grace, He shall never take it back. When God selects us, He shall never let us go. From the standpoint of God, His gifts and selection shall never change. But from our standpoint, by His grace, we need to use diligence to make our calling and election sure. In other words, God has already selected us and called us to enter into His glory, to be conformed to the image of His Son so that the character of His Son can become ours and that His Son can be the first born among the brethren. This is the gracious gifts that God has given us. God will never regret about this.
But brothers and sisters, on our side, although He has given His gifts and called us according to His own glory, it is possible that we might consider ourselves too lightly and take His gifts very lightly. We might think that His selection of us has nothing to do with us. It then becomes possible for us to slip. It seems that God's calling and selection are on a shaking ground. Is this not happening to many children of God? Indeed God has chosen us. But is our living today suitable for His selection? Indeed God has given us His gifts. But, are we falling in His grace? Are we slipping? We are not pursuing and pressing on and walking in the will of God's choosing. It is not to say that this way we shall lose God's salvation. But this clearly tells us that it is possible for us to lose sight of that purpose by which God calls us. Because of our carelessness, we may lose the very will and heart by which God calls us.
Last night, our brother mentioned especially about the inheritance. God called and selected us so that we can inherit this inheritance. But our brother also said that, while the inheritance is a gift, a free gift from God, we have to take it by possessing and obtaining it. God promised Abraham and his descendants the land of Canaan. He is faithful. He had already given this land to His chosen people. According to God, He had already given it. But the Bible tells us that the Israelites had to use the soles of their feet to possess the land step by step until they took possession of the whole land that God had promised them.
So, dear brothers and sisters, the Lord tells us in the Gospels that many are called, but few are chosen. We are all called, but have we been chosen? It is the Lord who calls, but whether we will be chosen or not has a lot to do with ourselves. If we can receive His great and precious promises based on the great faith He has given us, then we can see that His grace is sufficient for us to be chosen. But if today we take His gifts lightly, or if we have no desire for His election, then we shall be set aside. It is not to say that because of this we will perish or fall. But it means that we shall have no part in His kingdom.
The Book of Colossians tells us that God has transferred us from the power of darkness to the kingdom of His beloved Son. According to the work of God, we who have been saved by grace have been delivered from the power of darkness. We have been put by God into the kingdom of His beloved Son. But, dear brothers and sisters, are we, in our daily living, living in His kingdom? Are we willingly submitting ourselves to the authority of His Son? Have we let His purpose and will prevail in us? Have we let Him conform us into the image of His Son? Or, are we actually opposing Him? If that is the case, even from the standpoint of God's work, He has already put us in the kingdom of His beloved Son. But according to our living, we are not like ones living in the kingdom.
So Peter has a great burden before the Lord. He is willing to remind brothers and sisters before leaving the world. He knows that it is very easy for brothers and sisters to forget these things. Although we know these things, it is easy for us to forget. So he said he would use all diligence to remind them. The will of God is for us to enter His kingdom with abundance. God does not want us to wander around outside the kingdom. So Peter says that we have to use all diligence.
We know Peter himself is a very diligent man regardless of his many weaknesses. On the way of his following the Lord, once he almost decided to run away. The Lord called him when he was casting the net on the Sea of Galilee. When the Lord passed by, He called Him. So Peter abandoned his boat and followed the Lord. But after a while, in Luke Chapter 5 when our Lord went to the village where Peter lived, he went out fishing. Why? He had a feeling that the way to follow the Lord was just too hard. He may have said to himself, 'The Lord is too holy, and I am too filthy; I cannot possibly follow Him.' So there was a temptation for him to run away. The next morning, the Lord borrowed Peter's boat to preach. Our Lord has a big heart. He did not blame Peter, for He knew his heart. Not only did He not blame him but He also borrowed his boat and intended to pay him for it. So He told Peter to bring his boat out to the sea and cast his net in the deep. Peter cast his net and brought in a whole boatful of big fish, so much so that he had to ask his other companions to help bring in the fish. When our Lord asks for some things, He always repays thousand fold. He will never shortchange anybody. He is very magnanimous. But, just because of that move, Peter's heart was touched. He knelt down before the Lord, saying, 'Lord, I am a sinner. Away from me.'
Try to share Peter's feeling at that time: he saw the glory of the Lord and was drawn to Him, but he felt his own corruption. So he said, 'I am a sinner. Away from me.' Yet, deep down in his heart, he was saying, 'Lord, do not leave me.' The Lord said, 'I will make you a fisher of man.' Peter rose up and followed the Lord.
We see Peter was a great follower of the Lord. When our Lord fed five thousand people with two loaves and five fish, many wanted to follow the Lord. The Lord started telling them He was the bread from heaven. Then even His disciples found these words too hard to understand and many of them left Him. But the Lord asked these twelve whom He had chosen, 'Are you leaving me too?' Peter said, 'Lord, You have the word of life. Who else can we follow? We have already believed in You, knowing that You are the Son of the living God.' Thus, Peter followed the Lord throughout his life diligently. When he was about to leave the world, he still said, 'Be diligent. Be diligent. This way is not easy.'
We remember that on the Mount of Transfiguration, when the glory of the Lord was emitted and when Moses and Elijah also appeared, the glory was so great that His disciples fell asleep. When they woke up, the conversation of these three was about to be over. Peter was so anxious. He bluntly cried out, 'It is so good for us to be here. Let us build three tents, one for You Lord, one for Moses and the other for Elijah. As for the three of us, we shall just sleep in the open. The scene is so glorious and this is the kingdom. The kingdom is so glorious.' After Peter said so, the glorious clouds of God covered them. God interrupted Peter and took away Moses and Elijah, saying, 'This is My beloved Son. Hear Him and be quiet.'
Brothers and sisters, what does this mean? You know, Peter stealthily had this thought in his heart: he wished that he could get to glory without going through suffering; that is, to obtain the crown without the cross. When the Lord said, 'Who do you say I am?' Peter, obtaining the revelation from God, answered, 'You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.' Our Lord said, 'Simon Bar-jona, you are blessed.' Then our Lord told His disciples how He would go to Jerusalem to be rejected and crucified. Peter then took hold of the Lord and said, 'Lord, that cannot be so. You have to love Yourself. You can get Your kingdom and You can be the king without going through the cross.' But the Lord told him, 'This is the thought of Satan. Satan, get away behind me.' Although Peter received this lesson from the Lord, that thought was still in him. So, on the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter thought: 'Now that kingdom has arrived, I can enter the kingdom without going through suffering and the cross.
This is so good.' So the Lord instructed him again: 'If we want to enter into the kingdom of God, we have to go through much difficulty. We have to seek the kingdom of heaven by violence. Those who are violent can get it.' This 'by force' is violence directed to oneself It is not violence towards others. In other words, we have to deny ourselves, pick up the cross and follow the Lord, for the way of the Lamb is the way of the cross. The cross leads us to the throne.
The story of Peter shows us that, if we want to enter into the kingdom richly, we have to use all diligence. Now that God has called us and He has given us so much promise, essentially everything is ready. We have to rise up and walk forward diligently. What does 'diligence' mean? According to the natural man, some are a little lazy, and some are a little more diligent. But interestingly, no matter how diligent a person is by nature, he has no portion in the kingdom, because the 'diligence' here is the Lord's character. When our Lord was on earth, He was a diligent man. In the Gospel of Mark, we often see these words: 'straight-away', 'straight-away', 'straight-away'. When our Lord was following the will of His Father, He would never wait for the next day. This is the character of OUT Lord. Today, in the life that we believers have received, there is this attribute. If we can follow this character of the new life in us, then we can become diligent. The question is: By what kind of life we live today? If we try to be diligent by our own efforts, it is not possible for us to succeed. For in spiritual matters, man's diligence is totally useless. But if we can confess before God that we are lazy and look to Him to be our diligence, then we can become diligent before God by following the diligence in this new life. Proverbs 10:4 says: 'He cometh to want that dealeth with a slack hand; but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.' Then again, 'The hand of the diligent shall bear rule.' (Proverbs 12:24) So we must have an attitude of diligence before God.
The grace of God is uniform for us. But why do some seem to have more grace while some seem to receive less? It is not that God is partial, giving some a little more grace and some a little less. The reason is: some are more diligent and some are lazy. What does 'diligence' refer to here? Is it to say that we have to rise up to be diligent and that we would strive by ourselves to improve ourselves so that we can walk forward? Not so! The 'diligence' here means that we are diligent in believing the promises of God, in being obedient to the work of the Holy Spirit. It refers particularly to the maturity of one's spiritual character. Peter says, 'For doing these things ye will never fall.' These all refer to the growth and maturity of the character of a Christian. This does not mean that we have to be diligent in doing our work, although diligence in serving the Lord has its position. This 'diligence' here particularly refers being diligent in being conformed into the image of the Son of God.
We, by ourselves, cannot conform ourselves into the image of the Son of God. Only the Holy Spirit can conform us into the image of the Son of God. You shall not try by your will and by your efforts to conform yourself into the image of the Son of God. Outwardly, you may achieve some thing. But inside, it is not so. You then become a hypocrite: You have a godly outlook without godliness inside. This has to be the work of the Holy Spirit. But, in what way should we be diligent? We have to be diligent in cooperating with the Holy Spirit. We should be diligent in putting ourselves in the hands of the Lord. If we can be diligent in such a way, then the Holy Spirit will minister Christ into us.
So Peter here says in II Peter 1:5, 'But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue.' Faith is a foundation. Faith is a gift of God. Oftentimes we try to create faith. We hypnotize ourselves by repeatedly saying, 'I believe. I believe. I believe.' But the more you say 'I believe', inside of you there is more likely an unbelief. Ephesians 2:8 says, 'Ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not be yourselves; it is God's gift: not on the principle of works.' Faith is according to Christ. Hebrews 12:2 states that Jesus is the author and the finisher of our faith. God has given us this precious faith. Everyone of us has believed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Then we must exercise this faith. We believe that God is and that He will reward all those who seek Him.
Faith is the foundation. But after you have faith, you have to add virtue. In the original text, to 'add' means to 'supply'. So, on top of faith, you have to furnish virtue. 'Faith' in the original text means 'energy' and 'courage'. This is what it is said in James 2:26: 'As a body without a spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.' If you truly have faith, there must be the works of faith. There is an energy and power in faith. There is courage in faith, so that you can do what man cannot do. Chapter 11 of the Book of Hebrews lists all the heroes of faith. By faith, they have courage and strength. By faith, Abraham forsook all and followed the Lord. By faith, he offered up Isaac to God, believing God can bring life out of death. By faith, Rahab received the spies from the Israelites. So we see if there is faith, there will be the evidence. This is virtue.
Then Peter goes on to say that, with virtue, you have to supply knowledge. This knowledge refers to our knowledge about the will of God. This is true knowledge. Paul said in the Book of Romans that the Israelites had fervency towards God but they did not base on true knowledge. They wanted to establish their own righteousness and rejected the righteousness of God. Brothers and sisters, many people today are very fervent toward the Lord. But is that fervency based on true knowledge? In Matthews Chapter 7, the Lord says, 'Many shall say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied through thy name, and through thy name cast out demons?' But the Lord says to them, 'I never knew you.' It actually means, 'I do not appraise you.' Because not all of them who say, 'Lord, Lord,' can enter into the kingdom. Only those who do the will of the Father can enter. Brothers and sisters, if by faith we can be obedient, this obedience can bring us into more abundant knowledge of the will of God. If we already know the will of God but do not obey, God will not give us more knowledge. The more we are obedient to Him, the more we understand His will.
'In knowledge, temperance.' Temperance, according to Galatians Chapter 5, is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. 'Self-control' is actually control by the Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit in us restraining us. Why does this control by the Holy Spirit have to be added to knowledge? I Corinthians 8:1 says, 'Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.' When we have a little knowledge, even so-called spiritual knowledge, unwittingly we become proud. When we see other people, we would say, 'They don't understand. Only we understand.' Brothers and sisters, we are really weak. It is so easy for us to lose control when we have a little knowledge. So, after we have knowledge, we have to add the control and discipline of the Holy Spirit. Paul says, 'If I eat meat and cause a brother to stumble, then I shall not eat meat.' It is not that eating meat is wrong. In fact, to forbid eating meat is the teaching of Satan. But some are weak. At that time, the meat had been offered (to the idols). Paul says, 'if I make my brother stumble because I eat that meat, then I sin against the Lord.' If you have knowledge, you keep it to yourself before the Lord. Do not make your brother stumble because of your knowledge.
'In temperance, endurance.' Endurance means: in all temptations and trials, you do not lose courage. One who knows truly the will of God and one who follows the Lord faithfully will encounter much trial and much suffering. In all these trials and difficulties, can one endure to the end? The Lord says. 'One who endures to the end shall be saved.' 'If we endure with Christ, we shall reign with Him.' So, we have to add endurance.
'In endurance, godliness.' If we can be like this, then in our bodies we can show forth the image of the Son of God. Paul said to Timothy: 'Bodily exercise is profitable for a little.' (But of course, bodily exercise is still beneficial. So we hope we still have to exercise our bodies. In our youth, we thought we were fervent. We exercised only godliness but not bodies. But without bodies, we cannot possibly exercise godliness. However, do not only exercise your body; you should also exercise godliness.) This word 'exercise' in the original meaning is like entering into a gymnasium. You go into the gymnasium to exercise; but who is the coach? You are not to exercise at your own wish; otherwise you will hurt yourself Some want to exercise like Madame Guyon. But the result is: outwardly, you may look like Madame Guyon, but inwardly you are not like her. God may not mean for you to be like Madame Guyon. God just wants you to be like the Lord. Is this not better than Madame Guyon? Brothers and sisters, this kind of exercise should be under the control of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will exercise your godliness by using all the things and people in your life like the equipment you use in the gymnasium. The Holy Spirit knows what you lack. He will arrange the surroundings for you to exercise your godliness. In the beginning, it is painful But through this pain, godliness emerges. It is the Lord, no longer you.
'In godliness, brotherly love.' You are now like God, and God is love. So, love your brothers. We all remember John 3:16, but we often forget I John 3:16 -- We should love our brothers and lay down our lives for them. Today, regrettably, we want our brothers to lay down their lives for us, but we are not willing to lay down our lives for them.
To this brotherly love, we should also furnish love. The original text just says 'love'. It means by this way we are conformed into the image of the Son of God. When we are in love, we are in God. The love of God will fill us.
If these things exist and abound in you, then you will neither be idle nor unfruitful as regards the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. To have the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus is to have His character manifested in us. It does not depend on how much you know in your brain. The Corinthian Church is fully equipped with eloquence and knowledge. But they have expressed only their ugliness, not the glory of Christ. Truly knowing the Lord is to let the Lord expressed in you. Then you can enter into the kingdom of God richly.
Dear brothers and sisters, the day of our Lord's coming is at hand. When He comes, we shall all gather together before Him. We shall also stand before the seat of Christ to be judged. We thank God that the judgment of the great white throne of life and death has already passed. For our Lord Jesus has substituted for us to die on the cross. So we shall not be subject to that judgment. But we in the House of God shall be judged before the throne of Christ. This will be the time for our rewards. But brothers and sisters, this may also be the time for us to be reproved. Judgement starts in the house of God. If we long for His coming, we should be diligent, keeping ourselves spotless and blameless so that we can meet Him in peace. How we hope that we, the people who wait for and hasten the coming of our Lord, shall hear our Lord say when He returns, 'Good! You are the good and faithful servants.' Only when we in our daily lives let the Holy Spirit conform us into the image of the Son of God do we truly wait for the Lord to come. Only in this condition will the Lord be made to hasten. The Holy Spirit and the Bride say, 'Come, Lord.'
 
 
Let us bow down and pray: 
Lord, help us so that we will not be those who only say that we wish for You to come back soon. Let us be a people who in our daily lives wait for and hasten Your coming. We wish that You can see on the earth these people who can join You in Your heart's desire to come back quickly. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
 

IV. Guarding against False Prophets and Their Destructive Heresies
 
 
But there were false prophets also among the people, as there shall be also among you false teachers, who shall bring in by the bye destructive heresies, and deny the master that bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction; and many shall follow their dissolute ways, through whom the way of the truth shall be blasphemed And through covetousness, with well-turned words, will they make merchandise of you: for whom judgment of old is not idle, and their destruction slumbers not. (II Peter 2:1-3)
 
This, a second letter, beloved, I already write to you, in both which I stir up, in the way of putting you in remembrance, your pure mind, to be mindful of the words spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of the Lord and Savior by your apostles; knowing this first, that there shall come at the close of the days mockers with mocking, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for from the time the fathers fell asleep all things remain thus from the beginning of the creation. For this is hidden from them through their own willfulness, that heavens were of old, and an earth, having its subsistence out of water and in water, by the word of God, through which waters the then world; deluged with water, perished. But the present heavens and the earth by his word are laid up in store, kept for fire unto a day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But let not this one thing be hidden from you, beloved, that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is long-suffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in which the heavens will pass away with a rushing noise, and the elements, burning with heat, shall be dissolved, and the earth and the works in it shall be burnt up. All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which the heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements, burning with heat, shall melt? But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless; and account the long-suffering of our Lord to be salvation; ... Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things before, take care lest being led away along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall from your own steadfastness: but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. (II Peter 3:1-15, 17-18)
 
Lord, we thank You, because You have loved us to the uttermost, not only because You so loved us that You bled on the cross and died for us, with Your body broken, but also because You love us and want us to come often to break the bread to remember You. You want us to do so until You come again. Lord, we are so willing that when we do this our hearts will be given to You again and that once again we put ourselves under Your feet, so that You may have absolute authority upon us. May Your kingdom come among us. May Your will prevail among us. Then we can hasten Your return. Lord, You have heard all the praises of Your saints. You have seen the hearts' desire of Your saints. We pray that You accept all these. For this reason, may You come back soon. Lord, we thank You for letting us to gather together as such. We hope that, when we gather again, we shall meet with You in heaven. Now we put this last hour in Your hands. Lord, what You want to speak to us, please speak. Your servants are listening. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.
 
Peter knew that it was about time for him to leave the world. So he wrote this letter. In his own last hour, he was willing once again to do his duties to remind brothers and sister that today the grace of God comes to us with a purpose. God desires us to be a people who wait for and hasten the return of our Lord. Why did God give us all things which relate to life and godliness? Why did He give us the greatest and precious promises? The purpose is to help us to be a people who will wait for and hasten His return. Since we have received such mercy and such grace, if we are not ones to wait for and hasten His return, then we really put the grace of God as useless. We pray that God have mercy on us so that His word as recorded in II Peter would be carved in our hearts and that we can be especially diligent, particularly in the forming of the character of Christ in us. Those who truly wait for the Lord's return and those who truly hasten His return may not necessarily be the ones who have done a lot of work. No matter how many works we have done on earth, we cannot hasten His return. Those who can hasten His return are the people whom He considers to be properly adorned and ready. To be properly adorned and ready does not refer to something outward. It refers to the inner character that is ready. In other words, by His grace we can be transformed into His image. Only when we can truly be conformed to His image can we touch His heart and hasten His return. 
Dear brothers and sisters, in Revelation Chapters 2 and 3, we see one that looks like the Son of Man walking among the seven lampstands. What is He looking for when He walks among the seven lampstands? He speaks to every church, saying, 'I know your works. I know you have many works. I know you have much knowledge.' But these things are not what the Lord is looking for. He is looking for Himself among the seven churches. He has revealed Himself and entrusted Himself to the Church. Now He is coming to see if He can find Himself in the Church. If the Lord can find Himself in the Bride, it would be like when Adam saw Eve, he said, 'This is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. And this is me.' That is to hasten the return of the Lord. So, how we hope that we, as individuals or as a group, be especially diligent on this matter. 
We have already said that it is not our natural diligence that can make this happen. We should be diligent to cooperate with the Holy Spirit, to accept the promises of God and to be people who are willing to listen and obey. The Holy Spirit was sent to the earth for this very purpose. His work is to glorify Christ and to conform us to the image of the Son of God. Therefore, brothers and sisters, this is the very heavy burden in the heart of Peter. 
Today, we are in the end time. I Peter has pointed out that the end of all things is at hand. When we come to the end time, we can say that it is the darkest hour. In Isaiah 21:11-12, it says, 'He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire; return, come.' At night, watchmen are established. These watchmen stay awake. In the dark night, men all fall asleep. But some watchmen stay awake and watch if there is any motion in the dark night, to see if there is any work of the enemy. Otherwise, the enemy would start to work in darkness. Being a watchman, he is awake. Other people do not know what is going in the night. But the watchman knows what is going on at night. 
So, somebody asks the watchman, 'Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night?' Then the watchman says, 'The morning comes, and also the night.' Indeed, now is the darkest time. But in the darkest hour at night, the morning shall come soon. The answer of the watchman is positive, not negative. He does not mention the night first and say that everything is hopeless. He answers, 'The morning comes.' Because the morning is coming, the night becomes the darkest and the deepest. You will inquire. You shall ask what of the night. Otherwise you will be deceived by the enemy. The enemy may have already come, and yet you do not know. So, you should ask the watchman. Not only you should ask, you should also return. There are many reasons for you to return, to come back to God. You have to come. You have to come before God. 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, when we are in the darkest hour in the night, do not despair and take a negative attitude. We need to see that the morning is coming. Our Lord is returning. The day of God is at hand. For this reason, the night is the darkest. We are not people who are asleep and confused. We know what is happening today. The condition of the day will lead us to see that the morning is at hand. Therefore, we have to ask and come to God to repent. We have to acknowledge that, unwittingly, in the dark night, darkness may have an effect on us, confusing us so that we do not find our way. But, if we ask, we shall be enlightened. We can then repent and return to the Lord. 
In the darkest period of the history of the Israelites, some of them were taken to Babylon in captivity. Some remained in Jerusalem. The condition of these who remained in Jerusalem was really miserable. Their spiritual condition was pitiful. If they did not repent, Jerusalem would be destroyed. All those who remained in Jerusalem would then be taken in captivity to Babylon. Then, among the people in exile, God raised up Ezekiel. God said to Ezekiel, 'Son of man, I have appointed thee a watchman unto the house of Israel, and thou shalt hear the word from my mouth, and give them warning from me.' (Ezekiel 3:17) God wanted Ezekiel to be a watchman. He should listen to the word of God and give warning to Israel. If God told Ezekiel that a certain man was evil and that he should die, and if the watchman warned that person, and that person repented, then that person would be saved. The watchman would also be innocent. But if God said that the person did evil and should die, and if the watchman did not do his duty to warn that person, that sinner would surely perish and the watchman would be condemned. If a righteous man fell and God wanted the watchman to go to warn him, and if the man repented, he would be saved. Then the watchman would be without fault. But if the watchman did not warn him, the righteous man who fell would be punished and the watchman would also be punished. 
So Ezekiel acted according to the word of God and warned the Israelites that remained in Jerusalem. But very regrettably, they did not listen. They would rather listen to the false prophets. At that time, there were many false prophets, both in the place of their captivity and in Jerusalem. False prophets said, 'Peace! Peace! Not only Jerusalem will be kept safe, but those who have been taken in captivity will also return after two years.' But when things are fulfilled, it will become clear who are the false prophets and who are the true prophets. So the watchman has to do his duty to warn men. 
But, brothers and sisters, a watchman has another duty. In Isaiah 62:6-7. it says, 'I have set watchmen upon thy walls, Jerusalem; all the day and all the night they shall never hold their peace: ye that put Jehovah in remembrance, keep not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.' The duty of a watchman is not only to watch during the night to see if there is any activity of the enemy. There is another duty which is very  positive: he has to call to God day and night. He shall not rest, and he shall not let God rest. He shall bother God to the extent that God cannot but do His work quick. Although the condition of Jerusalem was so miserable, the heart of God was for Jerusalem to be praised. The condition of Jerusalem as compared with the will of God was like earth as relative to heaven. But these watchmen stood on the side of God. In such a hopeless condition, they stood on the side of God and said, 'God, stand up and do Your work, so that Jerusalem can be praised.' Originally, Jerusalem was shameful because it had shamed God, but God was to rise up and work so that Jerusalem could be praised. When men saw Jerusalem, they would praise God. This is also a duty of the watchman. 
Brothers and sisters, it seems that God has set up Peter as a watchman. So when he wrote this letter, he did the double duty of a watchman He reminds us what great grace God has given us and how glorious the will of God has on us; so we should not despise ourselves. We have to rise up, be diligent and pursue. We have to yield ourselves in the hands of God so that the Holy Spirit can work on us until we are conformed to the image of the Son of God and until the Church becomes a glorious Church suitable for the glorious Lord. This is one aspect of what Peter reminds us of in I Peter. But on the other hand, because the night was deep, many children of God did not know what of the night and fell asleep. Enemies have done many things during the night, but the people do not know. So, Peter, being a watchman, writes to warn, saying, 'You have to be careful, to be aware of the positive will of God. You have to guard against the activities of the enemy in darkness.' So in II Peter, there is much warning about things to guard against. But these words are not totally negative, for the purpose is that we should be clear so that we may not slip. 
So this morning we have to mention some things that we should guard against, for we are in the darkest hour of the night. II Peter tells us there are two things we should guard against. On one hand, it is within the Church, some things that the enemy does within the Church. On the other hand, it is what the enemy does to the Church from outside. II Peter Chapter 2 tells us how the enemy in darkness enters into the Church to do something to confuse brothers and sisters. Chapter 3 tells us how the enemy, from the standpoint of the world, attacks the Church, so as to prevent us from becoming people who will wait for and hasten the coming of the Lord. The enemy is not willing to sec the coming of the kingdom of God. 
Brothers and sisters, we are told in Chapter 2 that there were false prophets among the people in the past history of Israel. At the time when the spiritual condition of the Israelites was at its weakest, it was the moment when God sent prophets among them. God loved His people; He was not willing to see His people fall like that. So He sent many prophets among the Israelites to advise them, to reproach them and to restore them. But these moments also saw many false prophets. True prophets were those who were called by God. The word of God came upon them. They were the holy men, moved by the Holy Spirit to speak the word of God. The purpose was for God's people to return to the will of God. False prophets were those who were not sent by God; they spoke by their own will to deceive people. 
This is what we are told in Jeremiah Chapter 14. Jeremiah was one of the prophets raised up in the last days of Judah. The word of God came upon him. He was of one heart with the Lord, and he walked with Him. When he saw the condition of Israel, he wept. His tears were the tears of God. In tears, he called God's people to return. But God's people did not listen; their ears itched. They wanted to hear only what they wanted to hear. So the enemy raised up many false prophets who would say whatever the people wanted to hear. Therefore, false prophets were always welcomed. The real prophets then were abused. Jeremiah was much persecuted because of this. This was the condition of God's people in the past. At the darkest time, the activity of the enemy was most fierce. So, there were many false prophets. 
How about now? Peter said, 'There shall be also among you false teachers.' Of course, the reference to 'the future' by Peter would mean 'the present' to us. Now among us there will be false teachers. God did not speak to them. II Peter 2:1 tells us that these teachers 'shall bring in by the bye destructive heresies.' These false teachers, by their own will, stealthily came among God's people with their destructive heresies. 
The word 'heresy' may be very vague in our feeling. We do not even know what 'heresy' refers to. In the original language, the word 'heresy' in English is actually just a transliteration of the Greek. By itself, it has no meaning. If you want to find out its meaning, you have to go to the original Greek. Then, what does it mean in the original Greek? It means 'one school of opinions'. A group of people who have their own opinions create a school of opinions. They want to replace their obedience to the truth with their school of opinions, thus resulting in divisions. The result is sects. Galatians Chapter 5 tells about many carnal things, one of which is heresy. And heresy is nothing but leads to sects. So here you see: when men, by using their own opinions, establish a school of thoughts to replace the truth of God, the result for sure is division and the creation of sects. This is the original meaning of the word 'heresy'. 
What does it mean by heresy? Heresy opposes truth. The truth comes from God. Heresy comes from man. The truth is Christ; the Lord is the truth. What does heresy mean? Heresy is man. It says here in II Peter that they deny the master that bought them. The word 'master' here is a very strong, harsh word in the original language. The word, when translated into English, is not pleasing to us. If directly translated, it is not elegant, because the association in our mind is horrible. The word 'master' in the original language, when translated into English, means 'DESPOT'. In Chinese, it means 'horrible emperor'. This word, if translated in a nicer way, means 'MAJESTY'; it means he is a great majesty, having absolute power. He does not have to answer to anyone. But everyone has to submit to him absolutely. Not only should everybody have to submit to him absolutely, but also absolutely obey him. This is majesty. And this Majesty purchased us with His own blood. So, to Him, we are the slaves of His love, no longer having any rights of our own or any positions. To Him, we only have absolute obedience to do His will. We belong to Him. He does not have to explain to us. When He has a command for us, we only obey. We have to acknowledge Him in this way. 
What is heresy? Heresy brings in a different attitude towards this Majesty. To put it lightly, they do not respect this Majesty. They do not have a single-minded, absolute obedience to this Majesty. Outside of Him, they have other kings. They have given their hearts, their love and their loyalty to something else. Severely speaking, they deny this Majesty who has purchased them with His own blood. In a word, heresy is not taking the Lord as the center. 
The will of God is that His Son should be the center of the universe. Christ, the Son of God, is the head of the Church and the center of the universe. This is the truth. All other doctrines emanate from this center. All have to be summed up in the center. It is like a wheel. At the hub is the center. That center is Christ. He is the truth. He is the sum of the truth. All truth and all doctrines come from Him, and all are summed up in Him. In the Bible, all kinds of doctrines are like the spokes of a wheel emanating from the center and reaching the rim. What is that rim? Broadly speaking, it is the universe. More restrictively speaking, it is the Church. All the doctrines and all the truth in the Bible center on Christ, and from Christ, they emanate out, reaching into the Church. The Church is one that receives and contains all the truth of God; not only one, but all the truth of God. When the Church is seeking the truth, she will meet Christ. If these doctrines do not give Christ to us, then they are not the truth. What is heresy? Heresy is not holding Christ as the center. It takes one doctrine and pulls it longer beyond what God has defined. 
Why does heresy deceive people easily? If it is totally lies, people can easily detect it. But if the lies are mixed with the truth, covering the truth, this cm deceive people the most. This is something seemingly right but actually wrong. Then this is heresy. Anytime a doctrine is extended beyond what God has defined, it becomes heresy. Or, if a doctrine is shrunk and made shorter than what God has defined, then it also becomes heresy. Look at the spokes of a wheel; they all emanate out from the hub to the rim. None of the spokes can extend outside of the rim; otherwise, the ride would be very uncomfortable. Actually, the rider might even fall off from the cart. If the spokes are too short, not reaching the rim, then the wheels would collapse, throwing the rider out. So, brothers and sisters, when you see someone, not publicly but stealthily, add some of his own ideas onto the truth, even though it sounds reasonable and seems like coming out of the Bible, then you have to take caution, because the result is that we would be led outside of our Lord. It would take away the center; it would not bring Christ to us. If we accept these things, what we have is man, not the Lord. These are the heresies that destroy us. 
But, amazingly, Peter said that there would be false teachers in the future, bringing in destructive heresies and even denying the master that bought them. Yet, in II Peter, Peter did not explicitly tell us what these heresies are. What are the heresies that he was talking about? He did not tell us. He just said that heresies would come and false teachers would come. But who are these people? What is their end? How men are going to be influenced by them? But Peter did not say what these heresies are. Why? Because the enemy is too deceitful. From generation to generation, the enemy has used different heresies to deceive people. 
For example, the Corinthian church. In I Corinthians Chapter 15, we see there was this doctrine stating that there is no resurrection. Since there is no resurrection, then people can just eat and drink, and the next day, they die. Since there is no resurrection, then we can just eat and drink and be merry, because when we die, everything will be gone. So this heresy made the believers at Corinth indulge in their own desires. This is the heresy that Satan used in the church of Corinth. 
When you come to the Galatians, you see that Satan used another heresy to trap them. These people had accepted the gospel, being the early fruits of Paul. But heresy entered, bringing in legalism to mix up with grace and teaching them that it was not sufficient to believe in the Lord Jesus but that they had to observe the law and receive circumcision. Paul pointed out that this was not the gospel, because people who so believed did not depend on the Lord but on themselves. 
In the church of Colosse, the believers really pursued the Lord; they wanted to be perfect and they wanted to know. Then the enemy introduced the 'Colossian heresy' to them, bringing in philosophy and mystic things, so-called gnosticism, i.e. things pertaining to knowledge. They also added something that has to do with rituals, claiming that with all these people can be made complete. Thus, people failed to hold fast to the Head. 
Now, when we read on and come to the Book of Revelation, we see the doctrine of Nicolaitanes. These brothers and sisters loved the Lord and were all kingly priests. They served the Lord in one accord. But the enemy entered among them, saying, 'Yes, you are priests and you need to serve the Lord. But you are lay people and are not worthy. There have to be clergy, specially trained so that they can do a good job.' This becomes the doctrine of Nicolaitanes, starting the difference between clergy and laity. Then came also the teaching of the prophet Balaam. His teaching was to make the Israelites mix with the other people. God intended them to be a separated people. But Balaam taught them they could mix with the others. Balaam coveted money, so he had gone this way. Not only this, but there came the prophetess Jezebel who was of course a false prophet, leading God's people into idolatry. As a result, they did not worship God Jehovah but Baal. 'Baal' means 'another Lord'. 
So we see the enemies at different time and in different places use different ways and different heresies to deceive people. The deceived will then turn away from Christ and fail to be the ones that wait for and hasten the return of the Lord. 
Then, what are the special characteristics that Peter shows us about these false prophets and false teachers? He points out that these false teachers do not acknowledge the Lord who bought them. In other words, they do not absolutely submit themselves to the Lord. If they can absolutely submit themselves at the feet of their Lord, they would not become false teachers, because they would not have their own teaching. They would have only the teaching of the Lord. When they bring in their own teaching, they try to mix their own opinion with the truth. 
So, Peter here tells us that heresy is closely related to evil doing. Wherever there is heresy, for sure there is also evil works. There is a significant relationship between what we believe and what we do. Therefore, on these false teachers, we find evil works. 
Thirdly, on these false teachers one other thing that stands out is covetousness. They covet money, high positions or authority. They covet these things for themselves, not exalting Christ. They always use clever words to promise people freedom, but actually they do not have freedom themselves. 
The Bible tells us the judgement of God shall be on these people. God has already shown us many times in the past. When the angels did not keep their position in the past, God put them in Tartarus, the bottomless pit. When men in the world sinned, God used the flood to judge them. When the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were in sin and immorality, God reduced them to ashes with fire. So you see this is a very serious matter that we have to guard against. 
We have to protect ourselves against all sorts of heresies, especially today. Heresies fill the Church. Some say today is a new age. Some would say that it is dominion theology. Some would proclaim prosperity gospel. Some would exalt one particular doctrine higher than what God would allow. These would all take us outside of Christ. We have to guard against these. We have to return to the word of God. The Bible tells us to build ourselves up on our most holy faith and keep ourselves in the love of God (Ref. Jude 20 & 21). We have to take hold of Christ as our center and do not let the enemy deceive us. All these would take place within the Church. 
But the enemy also works against God from outside of the Church. At the end time, there are mockers. They say from the beginning of heavens and earth, all things have remained the same; where is the promise of His coming? Then they conclude that there is no such thing. They have forgotten that in the ancient past, these heavens and earth were once deluged with flood and perished. (It may refer to the time when God judged the universe after the archangel sinned.) The present heavens and the earth can remain because of the command of God. God says that one day He shall burn up these heavens and the earth with fire. All elements shall be burnt up. 
Brothers and sisters, it is not that the Lord tarries. It is because of His long-suffering. He is willing that all are saved and no one should perish. So we have to account the long-suffering of our Lord to be our salvation. When the Lord comes and when the earth and the works in it shall be burnt up and all the elements shall be dissolved with heat, how much we ought to be holy and godly. We have to wait for and hasten the coming of the day of God. When the Lord comes again, to the unbelievers, it will be their end. But for us, that is the day when we shall be glorified. 
So, Peter tells us that since we know these things, we shall not retreat but press on further. We shall press on towards the goal. Our goal is the Lord; we have to gain our Christ, as our Lord has gained us. (You know that the Lord has gained us in His eternal will, because whomever He has foreknown, He has destined them to be conformed to the image of His Son. Whom He has known, He has also called. Whom He has called, He has also justified. And whom He has justified, He has also glorified. This means that the Lord has gained us. Now the Lord wants us to gain the same by which the Lord has gained us.) Whatever the Lord has gained by possessing us, we ought to gain also for ourselves. Then we can satisfy the heart of the Lord. Then we can also be satisfied. May the Lord have mercy on us, so that we, as a people, may forget the things behind and press on towards the goal. May we shed away all the heresies that deceive us. By faith and through long-suffering, may we inherit the inheritance from heavens. 
 
Let us bow down and pray: 
 
Lord, we believe that You gather us together this time because of Your good will. We pray that, before we depart, Your will be accomplished Hake us a people who wait for and hasten Your return. Keep us until that day so that we may be found in You in peace. In the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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